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The Nauen Gate in the

In Potsdam history comes alive. With
the “Edict of Potsdam” the Great
Elector opened up the Mark Branden-
burg to settlers from all over Europe.
The Dutch Quarter, the Russian settle-
ment “Alexandrowka”, the Bohemian
Weavers' District, the Nattweder Swiss
colony and the churches and villas in
ltalianate style lend the historic city an
international flair.

The picturesque island of Potsdam lies in
the middle of Havelland's expansive
landscape just across from the urban
centre of Berlin, Potsdam, a c ehen-
sive work of art with its historical city
centre, palaces and gardens, has been
included to a t extent in UNESCO'’s
list of world cultural heritage sites. You
can best experience the attractive loca-
tion of the city with a boat ride on the
lakes of the Havel. A paradise for water
sports.

in their own way

In the heart

The rebui

of the city

Potsdam originally developed from the
Alter Markt outward, the site of the
Stadtschloss Palace, which was
bombed in World War Il and then
demolished after the war. Here the
Fortuna Portal of the palace has been
rebuilt according to original plans. The
historic city layout is being carefully
restored. The cleared Stadtkanal, the
“House of Brandenburg-Prussian
History” at the reconstructed Neuer
Markt and the Neuer Lustgarten on the
cove the Weisse Flotte is harboured
rejuvenating the old heart of the city
and filling it with life.

Palaces and gardens
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Famous palace and garden complexes

in Potsdam are the hig ts of a cul-

tural lanc D

over the course ree dred years.
The Potsdam Palaces Night, which now
takes place annually, is a particular high-
light in the calendar of cultural events.

Sanssouci Park

Frederick the Great commissioned the
architect Knobelsdorff to build
Sanssouci Palace from 1745 to 1747
as a summer residence, a place where
he could live according to his own
taste. The park area grew over a period
of a hundred years and constantly pro-
vided new views of stately ensembles
like the Neues Palais or small treasures
like the Chinese House. The garden
architect Lenné made a part of the park
into an English landscape garden,
which also has an Italian appearance
including the Roman Baths and the
Charlottenhof Palace built by Schinkel.
The Belvedere on the Klausberg and
the antique setting of the Ruinenberg
are now again open to visitors after
extensive renovation.

The Neuer Garten
The Marmorpalais was built in early clas-
sical style on the idyllic Helliger See at
the end of the 18th century under
Frederick Wiliam IIl. Emperor William |l
later had the last Hohenzollern residence
constructed for the crown prince —
Cecilienhof Palace. Here, with the
Potsdam Agreement the allied heads of
state set the course for German and

an post-war development in
1945.

Babelsberg Park
Outstanding landscape designers and
archite such as Lenné, Furst von
Plckler-Muskau, Schinkel and Persius,
created a comprehensive work of art of
unusual beauty. The view axes laid out
by Lenné in the romantic park on the
Havel are being restored. The neo-gothic
Babelsbe e, the former summer
residence of Emperor William |, offers
ve views of the Flatow Tower and

ge between
symbolised the
division of Europe.

Impulses for e
Potsdam EEZS

With the Bundesgartenschau 2001, the
Federal Garden Show, the family of
famous parks and gardens were joined
by a new arrival. The BUGA Park at
Bornstedter Feld — a former military
fraining grounds — is a successful con-
tribution to the garden architecture of
the 21st century. Potsdam is thus able
o provide a unique journey through
centuries of garden design. The BUGA
Park is also a forum for various kinds of
sports and diverse cultural opportuni-
ties. The tropical nature experience
"Biosphére” invites visitors on a mysteri-
ous trip to the wonders of nature.

The Feldflur of Lenné, the Freundschafts-
insel that was once designed by Karl
Foerster as a show garden, paths along
the banks of the Havel, the Bomstedt
Crown Estate with rural and Prussian
offerings round out the palette of newly
added places nce. The rebuilt
observation towers of the Belvedere on
the Pfingstberg are grand highpoints,
from which you can enjoy a uniquely
beautiful panoramic view over the city
landscape.
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Film and  |fnai City of At Poisdam

Following in the Shopping and »ﬂ

media city science Arcadia e = o footsteps of Fontane stopping otf
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e Dietrich and the Di

Rich in tradition, the film studios have
developed into a modem media and
high-tech centre. Where once film stars
like Marlene Dietrich stood before the
camera, today movies and even popu-
lar TV series are produced. The FILM-
PARK BABELSBERG is a magnet for
visitors with the Vulkan Stunt Show,
action films, film nights and new excit-
ing attractions. The new building of the
College for Film and Television within
th idio complex visibly sets the tone
for Potsdam'’s future as a media city.
The Fimmuseum Potsdam in the his-
toric stables presents interesting ex-
cularly on German film

Potsdam has been making science his-
tory si the 19th century. Institutions of
higher education and non-academic
institutions give Potsdam its profile as a
city of science. The dynamic profile of
the city is today largely characterised by
high tech and software development.
The “Champ” research satellite of the
GeoForschungsZentrum Potsdam sends

tific data throughout the world.
The university, the College for Film and
Television and the Potsdam University of
Applied Sciences are much sought after
by students. You can visit numerous
technical monuments, for example the
Science Park with the Einsteinturm
(Telegrafenberg), the historic mill or the
steam engine house (mosque).

Potsdam is the ideal city for meetings

and conferences. There are many mod-

ern hotels in attractive lo

choose from. The histo

bles and the palaces anc

worth a visit, as are the cultural festivals.

The Potsdam-Sanssouci Music Festival,
Jam Court Concerts, the Schloss-

theater and the open-air performances in
ettings are among the highlights

tural offerings. Whether palaceb, ﬂ\m
nights, salsa, jazz, tango or light festivals
— there are many possibilities to provide
your “Potsdam Conference” with an
entertaining framework.

Potsdam shows great enthusiasm for

sports. The broad palette of over 100

sports clubs offers activities for every-

one from senior citizens to competitive
athletes.

The federal state capital is represented
among Olympic medallists, European
champions and World champions.
Rowers, cano track and field ath-
letes, swimmers and football players
compete successfully on national and
international levels.

Athletic guests enjoy visiting Pot

for word has spread about the
well-organised events and the warm
hospitality.

In his “Wanderungen durch die Mark
Brandenburg” Theodor Fontane
impressively described the beauty of
the Havel landscape. An excursion with

steamship are unforgettable experi-
ences. Around the generously wooded

villages of the Mark with old churche
and palace complexes by bus
cycle. The traditional Blossom F

in Werder is the start of the s

son. Caputh, Ferch, Petzow, Sacrow or

the Pfaueninsel are idyllic places for an
excursion at any time of the year.

A shopping stroll through the historic
city centre of Potsdam has a unique
appeal. The lively street cafés, elegant
boutiques, shops with art and antiques
and imaginative restaurants make shop-
ping a real experience. Special attrac-
tions for are tf g Tulip
Festival and the autumn Potters’ Market
in the Dutch Quarter.

The painting collection of the Potsdam
Museum in the Benkertstrasse is also
worth a visit. It is only a few minutes
from Babelsberg Park to the recon-
structed area of the city surrounding the
old Babelsberg City Hall. Here you will
find well-managed speciality shops,
boutiques and a diverse collection of
restaurants. The Bohemian Weavers’
Festival and the Bohemian Christmas
Market provide entertaining historical
accents to Wel latz. Here, the popu-
lar weekly market takes place each
Saturday in front of the Friedrichskirche

Potsdam
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